
John S. Hurley, Lieutenant Colonel 
District Commander 
U.S. Corps of Engineers 
1776 Niagara Street 
Buffalo, NY 14207-3199 
Dear Lt. Col. Hurley: 

I received your letter of April 2, 2008 addressed to an Interested Citizen regarding establishing a 
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)for the LOOW site in the Towns of Lewiston and Porter in Niagara 
County. 

Having been appointed by the Army Corp to the RAB in June 2001 and being an active and 
involved member for the past seven years, and chairing the Outreach Committee for four and a half of 
those years, I am still active on the Outreach Committee, and puzzled by the request. We have 
functioned well through the years following the study that you sponsored by Sue Seneca in the fall of 
2002 which recommended a reorganizing of the group. RAB since then, has elected four well qualified 
chairpersons to work with the Corp, the Steering and six Standing Committees. I, like many other 
members have given hundreds of hours in board and committee meetings and working on projects and 
open meetings for the community. 

It is hard to believe that the energy and expertise of our group can be put aside and ignored 
because of a Board Rule Handbook of March 2007. The Fact Sheet that was enclosed with your letter 
does not differ from the policies we accepted and follow. We are the community made up of the 
shareholders who live and work in the area. Do the new regulations have precedence over the people 
who have invested hours to protect their air, water, land, environment and health? Why can't you work 
with our RAB? Where is the democracy that our leaders have bragged about to the world? 

As a citizen and member of the established RAB, I am asking you to work with us and expedite 
the work of the LOOW Site and the communities of Niagara County that are involved. 
This whole request appears to be a waste of the tax payers money, time and input. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Allen, OSF 

cc: Joseph Gardella, Jr., RAB Chair 
Andrew Cuomo, NY Attorney General 
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